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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Intmiational application No. 
PCT/CA2004/001784 



Box No, I Basis of the report 



2. 



, whidi is Ae language of a 



With r^ard to the language, this report is based oik 

[X] die international application in die language in it was filed 

[ ] a translation ofthe international Implication into 
translation furnished for the purposes of 
[ ] international search {Rules 1 2.3(a) and 23 . 1 (b)) 
[ ] publication of die international application (Rule 1 2.4(a)) 
[ ] international prelinunaiy examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this r^rt is based on (replacement sheets which have been Jumished tc 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are r^erred to in this report as "originally filed " and are not 
annexed to this report): 

[X] the international application as originally fUed/funiished 
[ X ] the description: 



[X] pages 
[ ] pages* 
[ ] pages* 

[X] the claims: 
[X] Nos. 
[ ] pages* 
[ ] pages* 
[ ] pages* 

[X] the drawings: 
[X] pages 
[ ] pages* 
[ ] pages* 



1-13 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



1-12 



as originally filed/fumished 
as amended (togedier wiA any statement) und^ Article 1 9 
received by this Authority on 
received by this Audiority on 



1/10-10/10 



as originally iiled/fumished 



received this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



[ ] a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequeaice Listing. 



3. [ 



4. I 



] TTie amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
[ ] the description, pages 
[ ] Uie claims, Nos. 
[ ] die drawings, sheets/figs 
[ ] the sequence listing (specify): 
[ ] any table(s) related to sequ«ice listing (spedfy): 

] This r^OTt has been established as if (some oQ the amaidmaits annexed to this report and listed below had not be^ made, 
since they have been considered to go beyond die disclosure as filed, as indicated in die Supplonental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
] the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 
the drawings, she^flgs 
the sequence listing (specify): 



] 
] 
] 

] any table(s) rdated to sequence lisdng (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/CA2004/001784 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and expianations supporting such statement 



I. Statement 

Novelty (N) aaims 3J2 YES 

Claims 12 NO 

Invttitivestep(IS) Claims 3A7-12 YES 

Claims 1-2.5.6 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-12 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and eixplanations (Rule 70.7) 
Reference is made to the following document: 
Dl: US 4,794,735 

Dl is regarded as being the closest prior art in relation to the subject matter of claim 1 and discloses (references in 
parenfliesis e^plyiog to Dl): 

"A structural automotive door body (12), comprising; an inner sheet naetal lay^ (18), the inner sheet metal layer including 
a latch mounting surface (22) and at least one hinge mounting surfece (20); an outer sheet metal layer (14); and a stnxctural 
reinforcement member (32) disposed between the inner and outer sheet metal layers (fig. 1) to reinforce ihe inner and outer 
sheet metal layers and providing at least one hinge reinforcement (36) and a latch reinforcement (38)." 

Dl fiirther discloses in column 5, lines 42-45, that the inner panel is provided with hinge assemblies and parts of the door 
latoh assembly to thereby cooperate with Uie hinge reinforcement (36) and latch reinforcement (38) areas of the 
reinforcement member, respectively. 

Furthermore, because the inner/outer panels and reinforcement member work as a system, it is considered that the 
structural member functions to reinforce both the inner and outer sheet metal layers, thus enabling a lighter gauge panel 
construction that would not have been suitable without the reinforcement member. 

Claims 1 and 2 aie therefore not new under Article 33(2) PCX. 

Claims 5 and 6 differ only fix)m what is shown by Dl by very well known techniques of welding and hemming in the 
automotive fabrication art, that documentary evidence is unnecessary and" flierefore do not involve an inventive step(Article 
33(3) PCT). 

The subject matter of claims 3,4,7-9 differ fi-om Dl in tiiat portions of the reinforcement member abut and support both the 
inner and outer sheet metal layers and therefore are considered novel and inventive. Claims 10-12 differ from Dl in that 
the inner sheet metal defines a U-shaped structure with a carrier assembly covering the structure and further comprising a 
trim component for covering the carrier assembly, and, for these reasons are also considered novel and inventive in view of 
thepriorarL 

Claims 1-12 meet the criteria for Industrial Applicability set out in PCT Article 33(4) because the claimed invention can be 
made or deemed useful in industry. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Interaationai application No. 
PCT/CA2004/001784 



Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 



The following obsCTvations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whedier the claims are fully 
supported by the descaiption, are made: 

The scope of protection sought for claims 1 1 and 12 in unclear (Article 6 PCX) when dependent on claim 9 (Rule 6,4 (b) 
and Rule 6.4(c) PCT). v v/ 

With regard to Rule 1 1 . 13(1) PCT, reference sign 71 appears in the description but not in the figures. 
On page 9 of the description, line 8, it is believed to read: "... an inside release handle or lever 66 ..." 
On page 12 of the description, line 10, it is believed to read: "... a fixation of slider 112 ..." 
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